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KINGDOM OP THE GKAND CHIMU
THE visitor to the west coast of South America,,
who stops at the port of Salavery, Peru, is within a
few miles of one of the most remarkable and impor-
tant prehistoric cities of the New World. This is
Chan-Chan, the capital of the once powerful Chimu
Kingdom whose ruler was the Chimu-Capac or Great
King of the Chimus. Long before the beginning of
the Incan dynasty the Chimus had established them-
selves upon the Peruvian coast, and had conquered
and cultivated the land from the present Ecuadorean
border to the vicinity of the present city of Lima,
Throughout this district, comprising approximately
ten thousand square miles, the Chimus had established
towns, villages and cities, had erected enormous walls
and fortresses, had built great temples and palaces,
had laid out roads, and had designed and carried out
vast irrigation projects which would be a credit to
any modern engineer. Many of these are still in use
to-day*
They had attained to a culture or civilization su-
perior3 in many respects, to that of the Incas, and
had developed certain arts and industries to a point
never attained by any other American race. Their
textiles were magnificent; their feather costumes,
robes and head-dresses were beyond compare; their
pottery was of the highest class; their wood-carving
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